
 

Safety Alert 
 

‘Klinge Safe Tyres Produce More & Last Longer’ 
This material is for information only.  We (Klinge & Co Pty Ltd) intend to bring the existence of potential problems to your attention and to inform 
you of solutions which we have adopted. We do not warrant that any solutions that we have adopted are infallible, nor do we recommend that you 
adopt same. If you are concerned about a potential problem and wish to implement a solution, then we recommend you carry out your own 
research and testing. Expert advice should be obtained before adopting any solution that we have adopted to ensure that such a solution is 
appropriate and suitable to your needs. Any information provided by us in this material or otherwise on this web site is not intended to create any 
sort of legal relationship between us and you, nor is it intended that you will rely upon it without obtaining proper professional advice. We will not 
be responsible for any loss and damage occasioned, including but not limited to damages for personal injuries or loss of business or other profits, 
by any person relying on information contained in this material or otherwise on this website. We do not guarantee that the information material or 
otherwise on the web site is accurate, reliable, definitive, complete or up to date. We may claim legal privilege and common interest privilege in 
relation to this material. 

 

Complete Wheel Stud Removal causes Planetary 
Drive Disassembly and Oil Spill  

 
Incident:  
 
Caterpillar truck position 3 and 6 wheel assemblies were removed by tyre servicemen 
to allow for subsequent work by the maintenance team. After removal, none of the 
wheel studs holding position 3 and 6 were replaced.  
 
It then became necessary to relocate the vehicle with only Position 4 & 5 tyres in 
place. As the planetary drive cover was not secured by the outside position wheel 
studs, it came loose causing the loss of planetary gear oil and resultant environmental 
contamination. 
 
This incident not only resulted in environmental contamination but also had the 
potential to cause considerable damage to the planetary drives of the equipment. 

 
Actions: 
 

1. When a number of work teams work on the same vehicle, ensure 
there is clear communication and a common understanding  of 
the job and its impacts before a job is commenced , i.e. a task 
carried out by one party must not create an adverse situation for 
the other party. 

2. Before a truck can be relocated with Pos 3 and 6 assemblies 
removed, ensure that at least 20 wheel studs are fitted evenly 
around the hub to the outside positions – this action is to be 
adopted for all CAT 785, 789,793 & 797 trucks. 

3. Check relevant SWPs and OEM documentation if this precaution 
also applies to other trucks and type of equipment.  

 
Tilman Rasche  
Manager – Global Risk and Business Improvement 
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